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Sierra Club awards Earth flag to activist

One Buckingham County resident was
honored last week by the Sierra Club.
Heidi Dhivya Berthouod was given an
Earth flag in recognition of “all the ex-
traordinary work she has been doing to
protect our communities from fracked
gas pipelines and polluting gold min-
ing” said a statement from the group.

Berthoud was a “nature girl” from
childhood as her family spent time
camping, skiing and exploring beaches.
Over the years, she became the farm
manager at the Twin Oaks community
and learned about living on the land.
Heidi’s wake up call to action came
when the Atlantic Coast Pipeline threat-
ened her home at Yogaville and there's
been no looking back since then. She
was everywhere in this battle, helping
to organize a broad coalition to fight the
pipeline as well as doing lots of be-
hind the scenes work like handling the
website and newsletter for Friends of
Buckingham. A month before the pipe-
line was stopped in 2020, the Friends
discovered the gold mining exploration
project.

Launching into a new fight, Heidi, and

Friends have led the way in research
about the potential hazards of gold min-
ing like heavy metal pollution of ground-
water and rivers and the permanent
damage created by runoff from open pit
‘mining and the accompanying cyanide
waste lagoons. Her research has even
led to collaboration with a local gold
miner who s starting to reclaim one of
the 457 abandoned gold mines in Virgin-
ia from as far back as the 1850's. Friends
of Buckingham has been the lead mover
and shaker on getting the state to study
the potential hazards of mining metals
in Virginia.

If that weren't enough, Heidi cofound-
ed the Virginia Community Rights Net-
work and serves as its president. This

group guides, supports, and encourages  Heidi Berthoud, left, is shown with the Earth flag, given by Sierra Club Energy Chair

local efforts to recognize and legally se- ~ Scolt Ziemer.
cure the Rights of Nature and Commu-

nities to a healthy environment through
self-government at the city, county, and
state level.

Communities across the world are
working to recognize that rivers, lakes

and entire ecosystems have rights and
are creating local ordinances to enact
that. One recent stunning example of
that process happened in New Zealand
in 2017 when the country passed a

groundbreaking law granting person-
hood status to the Whanganui River.

When Heidi’s not saving the world,
she maintains an active massage thera-
py practice.

Group introduces statewide healthcare
pricing information database

A new online tool aimed at centralizing hospital
service prices from across the state was launched
by the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association
late last month. The tool consolidates public access
to online links to pricing at every hospital in Virgin-
ia in order to “help support patients’ health care
decision-making,” according to the VHHA.

In 2019, the Trump administration used executive
action to institute a rule that requires hospitals
to publish health care service costs. Beginning in
2021, the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services put that mandate into effect, directing
hospitals to “post online a machine-readable file
and either a consumer-friendly file with at least
300 shoppable services or a price estimator tool so
consumers can shop and compare costs between
providers.”

Advocates of price transparency like the nation-
al group Power to the Patients argue that giving
patients prices allows

Health’s data set has about 46,000. Sentara’s web-
site requires the user to enter personal information
before getting an estimate.

They can also be labeled unintelligible service
names like “2-D ECHO TTE COMP NO CONTRST."
As a headline in The New York Times put it in 2019,
“Hospitals Must Now Post Prices. But It May Take a
Brain Surgeon to Decipher Them.”

SPOTTY COMPLIANCE

Full compliance with the rule by hospitals has
been spotty and an investigation by The Wall Street
Journal found that some hospitals were blocking the
appearance of price lists from search engine results.

Another centralized price transparency tool
that already exists is Virginia Health Information’s
Healthcare Pricing Transparency Report. Rather
than providing granular data on service pricing
in each individual healthcare system, the report
displays the median cost of common procedures and
tests like MRIs, emergency room stays, ambulance
rides and births.

them to compare costs ® 0000000000060 0000O0O0

and shop around for

services. Some modeling  ©

suggests that publishing @

the prices could save °

consumers money for

some services. [
However, research 'Y

by Amitabh Chandra,

director of health policy ~ @

research at the Harvard

/) ) i
Happy New Year!

In the coming year College
Church at Hampden-Sydney
will sponsor a weekly

Kennedy School, and Farmville Herald advertisement

others find that most by one of the local charities

people who reduce their formerly supported by the

health care expenses do United Way. They are all doing

50 by reducing demand good work and deserve your

— getting less high-value support. We hope that, as ®

health care — rather you read these ads and see °

than price shopping. the missions they are carrying §

Experts also point out out, you will decide to support f ®

that these price lists are them as generously as your | @

difficult for the general circumstances permit.

public to decipher, since iadicohy °

theyimoltensprends e also hope to see you °

sheets that can have at College Church, both

R —— to worship with us at 11 on [ ]

Sundays and to help us get

et 8 moramat  (AJUEGECT.

standard charges list has L4

69,970 line items. VHC 0000000000000 0O0O0O0C
Bringing small-town customer FA&"%&LE
service back to Farmville. PHARMACY

READERS’
CHOICE
FINALIST

The Formvile Herakd

e Located in the
N N Food Lion
1538 South Main St, Farmville, VA 23901 shopping
P: 434-394-0113 | F: 434-394-0143 center

Mon-Fri: 9a.m.-6p.m. | Sat: 9a.m.-2p.m. | Sun: Closed

It also includes the lower and upper limits of
prices across the state and breaks down the median
price by region, as healthcare costs can vary widely
across geographic area, hospital system, insurer and
even within the same hospital system.

For example, a C-section delivery can cost a
patient anywhere from $13,192 to $25,017, with an
almost $5,000 difference between the median price
in Southwest Virginia and that in the northern part
of the state.

‘The database also includes links to the financial
assistance policies of individual healthcare pro-
viders. Before the new tool, the VHHA ran Virginia
PricePoint, a “public-facing website created to pro-
vide basic demographic, quality, and charge informa-
tion on Virginia hospitals.”
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Farmville Planning Commission

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Farmville Planning Commission will hold
public hearings on Wednesday, January 18,
2023, at7:00 PMin the Council Chamber, located
on the second floor of the Town Hall, 116 North
Main Street, Farmville Virginia to receive public
comment on the following items:

« Case POD22-004: David and Amy Hufcut
request site plan approval for a 30" x 35,
1,050 square foot specialty food store (ice
cream) per Town Code Sections 29-13.e.2
and 29-13.ede The 0.505-acre site is
located on the east line of East Third Street
atits intersection with Hylawn Avenue on
parcel 0023A09(20)00-012. This property
is zoned B-2 Transitional Commercial and
is on public water and sewer.

« Case CUP22-003: William W. Coffey, Ill
on behalf of The Rosemyr Corporation,
requests a conditional use permit to allow
a one (1) story, one hundred sixteen (116)
unit, 19,870 square foot mini warehouse
(self-storage building) per Town Code
Section 29-13.c. The 9.101- acre site is
located on the west line of South Main
Street at its intersection with Milnwood
Road on parcel 0023A13(0A)00-008A.
This property is zoned B-3 Highway
Commercial and is on public water and
sewer.

The Farmville Planning Commiission will consider
the request following the public hearings. Any
person(s) wishing to comment on the above
matter should plan to attend this meeting or
submit written comments. If you do not feel
comfortable attending the meeting, you can
participate by contacting the Department of
Community Development office and ask to
participate in the public hearing by phone. Once
a person has formally made this request, they
will be provided a conference call number and
passcode. Please send your requests to Michelle
Watkins at mwatkins@farmvilleva.com or by
calling (434) 392-8465 by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 18, 2023.

Questions and comments regarding cases may
be directed to the Department of Community
Development, 116 North Main Street, PO Drawer
368, Farmwille, Virginia, 23901 or by calling (434)
392-8465, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

It is the intent of the Town to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Should you need
special accommodations, please contact C. Scott
Davis, LPD, Town Manager, at (434) 392-5686,
prior to the meeting.

Leander N. “Lee” Pambid, CZA, MURF, MPA
eirecw! of Community Development
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