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Support rights-based proposal

To the Editor:

I moved to Buckingham County
about 2 1/2 years ago. |am a retired
architect and urban planner, having
worked at NASA's Goddard Space
Flight Center for 22 years. lalso
supported my local community in
Maryland, which faced challenges to

quality of life, as we do now.

Industrial metallic mining in our
county should not be on the table as

arevenue source. Its true costs to us.
will far outweigh any benefits. Com-
munities have been devastated by the
toxic wastes left behind. sites?
The expression — NIMBY that
stands for Not in My Back Yard —
might be used to describe this issue.
Well, it’s in all our backyards. No
one downstream in the James River
watershed would be safe. This would
affect not just Buckingham, but Rich-

Stop gold mining to preserve the environment

To the Editor:

1am the manager of the Yogaville farm, which is 6
acres on the banks of the James River. We water our
crops from a freshwater stream that eventually flows

into the James River.

We run an organic farm, meaning we do not use any
chemical pesticides to protect our crops. We protect
them by covering the rows with very thin sheets of
fabric that let in sun and rain but keep out bugs.

I know that I will not be manager of this farm forev-
er. I see my role not only as the manager of today but
as the steward of tomorrow, for future people who are
learning to farm in the naturally healthy way we do.

The more | hear from the experts who are reporting
to the National Academies of Sciences Committee
for the Study of Potential Impacts of Gold Mining in
Virginia, the more | am concerned about the potential
harm that could come to our farm from this activity.
Research shows that the bonds the mines have to
put up do not cover the costs of mitigation and that
many gold mines end up being superfund sites. This
becomes expenses that are handed down to future
generations of taxpayers.
Iwant the board of supervisors to not only be
managers of the county of today, but good stewards
of tomorrow as well. Let’s learn from the mistakes of

The county is changing — some say
it has been “discovered” — the wood-
lands, fields and waterways are our
treasure. What is best for our future?
Hotels? Vineyards? Who knows? Let's
look towards businesses that are
clean and economically viable, that

1
to prevent gold mining

mond and the entire state. Who will
bear the costs of perpetual mainte-
nance of these potential superfund

would enrich the county and increase
our tax income. That is the reason I
support going forward with a strong

rights-based ordinance.

ask that the Buckingham Board of
Supervisors safeguard our quality of
life by supporting this ordinance that
county residents have proposed.

Alan Binstock
Buckingham

others and not repeat them. Having a toxic gold mine
up the road will invariably impact our water in Buck-

ingham in general, and our farm in particular.

I'was really happy to hear that the Buckingham
County Board of Supervisors approved the develop-
ment of an ordinance to protect us from gold mining
July 11 Lets stop this idea of gold mining in Buck-
ingham in its tracks, pass the proposed rights-based
ordinance and protect us all from the toxic trespass
that is clearly documented and would come with
industrial gold mining.

Sign the petition now at bit.ly/bhamord.

Frederick Maclsaac
Buckingham

Rights-based ordinance to protect Buckingham

n July 11, the
Buckingham
Board of Supervi-
sors (BOS) voted
to develop an ordinance to
address gold mining to protect
county residents from the
harms that industrial gold
mining would bring. People
in Buckingham are asserting
their rights to protect their
health, safety and environ-
ment from toxic harm. This is
clearly evidenced by the more
than 800 signatures of resi-
dents supporting this petition
stating:

“We, the people of Buck-
ingham County, respectfully
request the Board of Supervi-
sors to authorize this: Ordi-
nance Requiring an Assess-
ment of the Compatibility
of Metallic Mining With the
Right to Freedom from Toxic
Trespass.”

Corporations have the right
to stop us from trespassing
on their property. We have
the right and responsibility to
self-governance and to protect
our bodies, air, water, and
land from toxic trespass that
the metallic mining industry
would bring to the county.

It's up to us to claim that. In
addition, metallic mining com-
panies should “prove it first”
by showing us that sometime,
somewhere, at least one me-
tallic mine did not cause harm
to human and natural commu-
nities.

Prove It First law is mod-
eled on former Wisconsin law
and pending Minnesota law.
During the 20 years in which
this law was in effect, Wiscon-
sin did not permit any cop-
per-sulfide mines.

The Community Envi-
ronmental Legal Defense

HEIDI DHIVYA BERTHOUD

Fund (CELDF), a pioneer in
rights-based ordinance work
throughout the United States,
supported the development of
this ordinance. CELDF worked
with the Town of Halifax in
2008 in writing its rights-
based ordinance to protect
that community from possible
uranium mining upstream in
Pittsylvania County.

I therefore urge the BOS
to schedule hearings on this

measure and swiftly move for
passage of this rights-based
ordinance. I urge them to
invest now in the health and
safety of the county residents
and environment and stand up
to the corporate interests that
would likely give the county
another superfund site, like
the closed Brewer Gold Mine
in South Carolina.

It will be a significant
demonstration of genuine
concern for the people and
environment of Buckingham
County when the Board of
Supervisors consider and then
adopt this ordinance. The pro-
posed rights-based ordinance
is strong and protective. It
doesn't propose that we reg-
ulate gold mining in Bucking-
ham County, but rather insists
we protect the rights of the
people and communities here.
It's not a new environmental

law, but a civil rights law for
all of us. And it empowers the
people living here to exercise
their right of self-governance
and to decide what risks they
are willing to take and which
mining projects are just too
risky.

To truly stop gold mining,
let’s show up and speak up to
urge the Board Of Supervisors
to get this ordinance passed.
Buckingham County residents:
Come to let supervisors know
that this is the kind of protec-
tion you want and need. The
next supervisor meeting will
have this topic on the agenda
(Monday, Aug, 8. Please sign
up to speak at 5:30-5:55 p.m.).

HEIDI DHIVYA BERTHOUD is 0 member
of both the Virinia Communiy Rights Network
(VACRN) and the Friends of Buckinghom (FoB),
who have partnered in this project. She con be
teached ot heidi@vacommunityrights.org

Cumberland

group of concerned
citizens of the Com-
monwealth, resi-
dents of Cumber-
land County, and stakeholders
in the historically Black Pine
Grove community take issue

County does

Ridge in the article.
Here are the facts: Cumber-
land County is one of the most

rural and underdeveloped
areas in Virginia, with 30% of
our roughly 10,000 residents
being Black and historically

with ns and
assertions made by Green
Ridge Recycling and Disposal
Facility representatives in the
article penned by Rachel Aus-
tin, published in the Farmville
Herald in June.

Our coalition, including
AMMD Pine Grove Project and
Frederick Douglass Founda-
tion Virginia Chapter, believes
that the last thing Cumber-
land County needs is a new
mega-landfill in the backyard.
Unfortunately, that is exactly
what is being considered right
now as part of the Virginia
Department of Environmental
Quality’s permitting process
(DEQ) for a proposed mie-
ga-landiill by Green Ridge
Recycling and Disposal Facility.

Despite Green Ridge’s recent
attempts to reassure the com-
munity about its unnecessary
polluting project, approval
of this mega-landfill will be a
slap to us living in Cumberland
County for a host of reasons.
The facts simply don't support
the assertions made by Green

g According to
the U.S. Census Bureau, our
county also features both
poverty rates and |

not need the Green Ridge Mega-Land[fill

v’

of uninsured persons that

are worse than the national
average - most of which apply
disproportionately to our com-
munities of color.

Now consider the possibil-
ity of a mega-landfill being
developed in the heart of the
underserved and historic Pine
Grove community, and we have
ourselves a potential recipe
for disaster. To start, a landfill
as massive as Green Ridge
will bring excessive truck
traffic that will not only clog
the small local roads that we
rely on, but it will lead to road
deterioration and air pollution
from their exhausts. As of now,
Green Ridge plans to only have
one “private mile-long access
road that will keep any backup
of trucks out of the main road.”
One designated road to control
truck traffic is not nearly
enough for a 1,200-acre facility.
As has always been the case,

ROBERT “JR.” GURLEY

these disturbances will fall
onto the backs of nearby resi-
dents who are ignored far too
often in the name of corporate
revenue.

Truck traffic will surely not
be the only source of pollution
from this mega-landfill. Ac-
cording to the EPA, solid waste
landfills such as Green Ridge
are the third-largest source
of human-related methane
emissions in our country, a
greenhouse gas that can lead
to nausea, asthma and even
improper lung development in
children. While Green Ridge
mentions that it will not accept
“elements that cause landfills
to give off a foul odor,” it fails
to address that methane and
other toxic emissions can be
odorless killers for those who
breathe it in. For those of us
who lack sufficient access to

healthcare and health insur-
ance, air pollution can become
adeadly public health issue.
Needless to say, Green Ridge’s
public assurances about its
physical impacts are not con-
vincing.

The proposed mega-land-
fill also upsets the heart and
soul of our community. The
Pine Grove School, one of the
“Tuskegee Rosenwald Schools”
that provided education for
Black children during the Jim
Crow Era, is a proud symbol of
our local history and resil-
ience through generations.
Green Ridge's promise to “not
negatively affect the historic
landmark” is simply invalid. Its
mere proposal to develop an
unwanted, polluting mega-land-
fill in such close proximity to
the Pine Grove School, which
is a national historic landmark,
is an insult and disrupts the
historical integrity of the freed-
men-built community.

Lastly, and certainly not
least, Green Ridge shamelessly
boasts that it is “practicing
good environmental justice
in the area.” A disruptive
mega-landfill project that is
detrimental to the communi-
ty’s health cannot be “environ-
mentally just” and s in direct
contravention to established

environmental justice laws and
practices.

Furthermore, the landfill
does not provide any long-
term value to our county
and the Commonwealth as a
whole. The need just does not
exist: Virginia currently has 44
municipal solid waste landfills,
seven of which are already
considered “mega-landfills.” In
fact, our neighboring Amelia
County has a mega-landfill of
its own, just a 30-minute drive
away from the proposed Green
Ridge site. Does that sound like
Green Ridge would be a neces-
sary addition to you?

To top it off, Green Ridge is a
subsidiary of a foreign Cana-
dian company, GFL Environ-
mental, looking to profit by
upsetting both the physical
and cultural well-being of our
community.

Put this all together: do we
really need another mega-land-
fill operated by a foreign com-
pany that will bring negative
health, environmental, and
cultural outcomes to Cumber-
land County? To us, the answer
is a resounding no.

ROBERT “J.R.” GURLEY is president of
the Virginia chopter of the Frederick Dougloss
Foundation, He con be reached at fdfvirginio@
gmailcom.
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