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Say no to gold mining in Buckingham

To the Editor:

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors;

are not aware that this drilling is happening, nor
are they aware of the hazards of industrial gold and

we borrow it from our children.” This quote has been  other metallic mining.

attributed to Chief Seattle, Antoine de St. Exupery,
Ralph Waldo Emerson and David Bower. The author
is not as important as the wisdom and message it
conveys. We face many problems in the 21st century:
globally, domestically and locally. My appeal today
is at the local level; literally in our own backyards in

Buckingham County.

Currently, exploratory drilling for gold is permit-
ted in Buckingham County. Sadly, many residents

You can read the stories for yourself of the eco-
nomic, environmental, and health devastation
wrought by these mines. No where has any commu-
nity benefited from industrial metallic mining. Quite
the opposite is true. Communities are left with lower
property values, massive clean up sites, the loss of them.

an excellent summary of the dangers of industrial
gold (and other metallic) mining.

Please sign the petition that is circulating to let our

communities and neighborhoods, polluted wells and

waterways, increased cases of cancer. A recent edi-
torial in this paper by a retired mining engineer gave

Board of Supervisors know loud and clear that we do
not want industrial mining in Buckingham County.
You can sign at bit.ly/bhamord. You must be a Buck-
ingham County resident or landowner to sign.

Think of your children and grandchildren. Do it for

Maggie Snoddy
Buckingham

his past week, the Biden

administration announced

that they were creating a

new section of government
to deal with what they claim are un-
truths that are being spread by others.
It comes on the heels of Elon Musk tak-
ing over Twitter and corruption stories
within the Biden family. Interesting
timing at best.

Frequently, Trump’s enemies re-
ferred to Hitler this or Hitler that
whenever he did something they did
not like. However, this administra-
tion's action this week was probably
much more in line with Hitler's than
anything Trump did. Hitler’s Third
Reich created the Ministry for Public
Enli; i called the

Disinformation

provide an official government opinion
that should be considered greater or of
more value than other sources of infor-
mation. If this is successful, it would be
safe to assume that future administra-
tions of both parties could easily see
this of value to them.

TWITTER

The Biden Administration assures us
that this idea was on the table prior to
Elon Musk’s takeover of Twitter. I will
take them at their word, but clearly
they speeded up the roll out of the
department to try to stay ahead of the
game.

If Musk follows through with his plan
to let Twitter be a true open source of
i ion with no bias whatsoever,

Ministry of Propaganda. The only
purpose of this agency was to twist
the facts to encourage the German
people to believe whatever the officials
of the government wished. Among
other things, it was used to turn the
public against Jewish merchants. As
well, it misled the nation into believing
that the Germans could and would win
their war to dominate the world.

DISINFORMATION VERSUS DIFFERENCES IN
OPINION

The problem this creates, whether
called the Board of Disinformation or
the Ministry of Public Enlightenment,
makes little difference. The goal is to

it will be a major change from their
censorship of the last several years.
Already, many conservative personal-
ities are noticing a major increase in
those following them. To compete with
Twitter’s action, other social media
giants will be forced to change their
censorship rules to remain competi-
tive.

WHAT IS DISINFORMATION?
When calling something “disinforma-
tion,” some are not genuinely referring
to false statements intended to deceive
folks. What they really mean by disin-
formation are facts or viewpoints that
do not align with their perspectives,

narratives or agendas.

Under the false umbrella of fighting
“disinformation,” this administration
is frequently rallying for anything they
do not like to be censored and pulled
down from the internet just as they
did with podcast host Joe Rogan. Now
they are expanding these efforts to all
social media.

BARACK OBAMA AND HILLARY CLINTON

During a speech at Stanford about
so-called disinformation, former
President Obama declared that social
media, television and the internet are
“tools” that can ultimately be “re-
made.” Of course, when talking about
“remaking” tools like social media,
they want to “remake” these things in
a way that only puts out what liberals
agrees with. They are not interested in
dissent or any open debate or dialogue
with different viewpoints.

This was made more than clear
by some remarks that twice-failed
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton
shared about “disinformation.” In a
tweet, Clinton accused big tech com-
panies of promoting “extremism” and
“disinformation” without any sort of
responsibility.

This is why liberals become so en-
raged at the slightest piece of content
that differs from their narratives.
There is a contrast between someone
intentionally putting out wrong de-

FRANK RUFF JR.

tails to con people, as opposed to
someone sharing an opinion that one
does not agree with or facts that do
not support a given narrative.
Ironically, as the woke crowd labels
any and everything they do not agree
with as “disinformation,” they are often
the spreaders of disinformation. Trying
to shut down speech and censor social
media platforms are tactics that only
very desperate individuals would use.
Ifliberals were confident in themselves
and their viewpoints, they would have
no problem debating conservatives,
or anyone else who challenges them.
The left-wing’s interest in controlling
speech and the spread of information
shows just how fragile their perspec-
tives and policies are.

FRANK RUFF JR. serves os the 15th District senatorin
Virginio. He can be reached of Sen Ruff@verizon.net, (434)
374-5129 or PO. Box 332, Clarksvil, VA 23927.

he Virginia General

Assembly recon-

vened for Governor

Youngkin's veto
session Wednesday, April 27,
and the Republican-controlled
House of Delegates played
part in upholding the Gover-
nor’s vetoes that stopped bad
bills.

An overwhelming majority
of the Governor’s recommen-
dations were adopted in the
assembly and all the vetoes
were sustained. Key amend-
ments on facial recognition,
VEC reform, and charitable
gaming reforms were among
the many accepted. Now, the
general assembly must reach
a compromise on the budget
to deliver much needed tax
relief and investments in
education, law enforcement,
and behavioral health for
Virginians.

Budget negotiations taking
place in the House and Senate

The work continues

being returned to the Gover-
nor for him to simply either
sign or veto by the 30-day
constitutional deadline. More
specifically, the Governor’s
deadline to act is now no later
than 11:59:59 p.m. Friday, May
27.

When Democrats left the
General Assembly in 2021,
they left a mess regarding
marijuana policy. They le-
galized possession of up to a
pound of marijuana, but with
no legal way to purchase it.
They allowed people to grow
up to four plants but didn’t
legalize the purchase of seeds.

They also created a bro-
ken framework that would
have not only legalized retail
sales but would have given
those with prior convictions
for drug sales first chance
at retail sales licenses. Our
caucus looked at this mess
and realized that we had to
start over. If Virginia is to have

. legal marijuana sales, it must
are still in the works. As a be done in a controlled, safe
result, the rest of the General ~ manner.

Assembly is waiting on the
sidelines until we are called
to further litigate and vote on
the budget.

There are now 30 bills
which are in the process of

Meanwhile, the Demo-
crats’ mess left stores selling
dangerous, unregulated drug
products like “Delta-8” THC,
avariant of the active drugin
marijuana, to the public in a

*All individual columns published on the opinion page
are not the opinion of the newspaper.
The only piece that is the opinion of the paper

is the “Our Thoughts” editorial.

C. MATTHEW FARISS

completely unregulated man-
ner. Stores selling gummies,
candies, and other child-ap-
pealing items loaded with
intoxicants popped up all over
Virginia.

Almost one year after mari-
juana became legal in Virginia,
Virginians will wait another
year to see any further move-
ment on cannabis regulation
and legalization of retail sales.
SB 591 would have regulated
cannabis products shapes,
banned Delta-8, increased
penalties for possessing more
than the legal limit, and reclas-
sified many CBD products as
marijuana.

When it was first introduced
back in January, it initially
only dealt with the sale of can-
nabis products in shapes that
could appeal to children like
candy, fruit or animals. But a
series of amendments from
Governor Glenn Youngkin
significantly altered the bill,
adding in provisions about
CBD products, Delta-8, and

making possession over the
legal limit a crime rather than
acivil infraction.

The original bill, introduced
by a Republican, was passed
unanimously in the Senate and
with very limited ition in

that often slowed down the
initial stage of the benefits
process.

It also creates a subcommit-
tee of lawmakers to conduct
ongoing oversight. They will
be itoring the i

the House of Delegates. It was
then sent to Governor Youn-
gkin's desk, who changed it

by adding those amendments.
It was, then, sent back to the
Senate for a vote where it was
deadlocked with 20 yeas and
20 nays. However, Lt. Gov.
Winsome Sears (R) broke the
tie.

‘With the bill being referred
back to the committee, both
the Governor’s amendments
and the original bill are dead
and any related legislation will
have to wait until at least next
year to be considered again
for enactment.

SB 219, a bill reforming a bro-
ken system, is

tion of this bill and more than
40 recommendations from the
Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission. The bill
creates a multi-agency task
foree to review successes and
failures, It directs resiliency
planning so the state will be
better prepared to quickly
ramp up staff during the next
crisis.

The Virginia Rent Relief
Program (RRP) is closing
its application portal to new
applications at 11:59 p.m., May
15. Any application submitted
after April 21, 2022 will be
prioritized based on these
criteria, then processed on a
first , first-served basis.

taking effect immediately. Leg-
islators approved the acceler-
ated timeline after Governor
Glenn Youngkin proposed
adding an emergency clause
to the legislation, making it
effective April 27, 2022.

The bill directs the VEC
to simplify instructions for
claimants. State auditors
previously found the materials
the agency uses are overly
complex and are contributing
to the confusion. The bill also
requires employers to submit
files electronically replacing
the old paper-based system

Emergency Rental As-
sistance (ERA) requires a
prioritization of assistance
for households with incomes
less than 50% of area median
income or households with
one or more individuals that
have not been employed for
the 90-day period preceding
the date of application.

For additional information,
visit www.dhed virginia.gov/
rrp.

DEL. C. MATTHEW FARISS represents Buck-
inghom in the Virginia House of Delegutes, His
email oddres s DelMForiss@housevirginio.gov.
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