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To the Editor:

I came to Farmville in 2000 as a
student at Longwood University. 22
years later, I refer to Longwood as
my Disney World, and I am proud to
call myself a “Townie,” as Farmville
is my home. My friends teach at and
send their children to Prince Edward
County schools. | married a Farmville
native, and we proudly support and
frequent businesses owned and oper-
ated by our fellow “Farmvillians.” It's
been wonderful to see Farmville grow
and expand over the last 22 years,
and every fall when new young peo-
ple arrive to attend Hampden-Sydney
College and Longwood University,
my heart swells as | hope they love
Farmville as much as [ do.

If you live in or near Farmville, or
if you drive through Prince Edward
County, you've likely seen the mas-
sive confederate flag that was erected

from Highway 460.

While there is much discussion
about the origin of the confederate
flag as we know it today, and what it's
meant historically, I think we can all
agree that it’s come to be a represen-
tation of bigotry, evil, hatred, narrow-
mindedness and racism. Just like the
swastika was considered a positive
symbol long before it was adopted by
Adolf Hitler, what began as a sym-
bol of well-being, life, and good luck
is now universally recognized as a
symbol of evil and hatred, and is even
illegal in many countries. The confed-
erate flag is no different.

My question is this. When did Farm-
ville become a place that supports
hatred and ignorance? When did
this community become one to drive
people away? When did this commu-
nity become one to instill fear in its
citizens? Because that is what's being

lar location. It was clearly erected

by people who wish to alienate and
spread hate. If this flag was smaller,
and simply in someone's front yard,
while I would still strongly disagree
with it, I could chalk it up to Freedom
of Speech and go about my business
of spreading kindness and love. The
hate group, and the individuals who
associate with it, who erected this
massive flag on this extremely tall
flagpole so close to a major highway
clearly wants to drive out and keep
out certain people, and to say “You're
not welcome here,” a sentiment of evil
if I ever heard one.

But I don’t think that’s what Farm-
ville stands for. I think Farmville
stands for acceptance, visibility, love,
and welcomes all people, regardless
of race, ethnicity, gender identity or
anything else that might make us
beautifully different.

No room for hate in Farmville

can this be a wonderful place to live
if half of its citizens feel unsafe and
unwelcome? How will our colleges
thrive if we refuse to embrace people
from a variety of backgrounds? If

we want Farmville and Prince Ed-
ward County to continue to grow, to
increase tourism, to attract college
students, and to continue to be a
wonderful place to live, we need to do
better.

We need to promote love. We need
to do this not only for visitors or
newcomers, but for those for whom
Farmville is home. | won't stand for
ignorance or hatred in my home, and
my fellow Townies shouldn’t either.
Those who seek to promote fear, ha-
tred and evil should keep their racist
symbols in their own narrow minded
homes, while the rest of us will serve
Farmville in love.
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Gold mining in Virginia?

To the Editor: and their i ‘waste dumps are too freq , like the Mt. Polley and Brumadinho

Modern open pit gold mining of low grade ore is
one of the most polluting mining activities there is.
Recent studies have documented that more than

70 to 90% of major gold mines that are near under-

to comply with regulations, such regulations are
minimum requirements and don't prevent pollu-
tion from occurring. Regulations often legitimize
pollution that would not have occurred. The

ground or surface water cause ination of
that water.

Many open pit gold mines excavate 8 — 30 tons
of ore just to produce 5 gold rings; 99.99% of what
was mined becomes waste that's been treated with
cyanide to recover the gold. The resulting waste

best re ions in the world are worthless if not
rigorously enforced. Rigorous enforcement means
frequent inspections by knowledgeable and con-

i backed by significant fines
for noncompliance. In my experience with mining
and environmental regulatory agencies, they have

and will be disposed of in permanent
called “tailings storage facilities.” While mines

been i overworked and
underpaid. This explains why tailings dams fail all

disasters.

‘What does this mean in reality? It means that if
gold mining is allowed in Virginia, future genera-
tions of Virginians will pay for the pollution that
gold mining left behind. Sign the petition to the
Buckingham Supervisors supporting an ordinance
that would protect against the toxic trespass of
gold mining here: bitly/bhamord

George M. Neall III
Retired Mining Engineer (B.! .S.; P.E)
Rockingham

hen we ad-
journed Sine
Die on March
12, there was
a great deal of work left to
be done. House Republicans
were ready to stay and keep
working on the budget and
other important legislation
that remained in conference.
The House position on the
budget remains the same as it
was on March 12: tax relief for
inia families

Special Session convened
Monday, April 4th. Confer-

ees are still working on the
budget, and we will return to
Richmond to vote 48 hours
after they have come to an
agreement, Under Virginia law,
the budget must be finalized
at least 48 hours before July

1, when the budget goes into
effect.

Governor Youngkin has
sent legislation to the General
Assembly to suspend the state
gas tax for three months. That
tax s just over 26.2 cents per
gallon and 27 cents for diesel.
The Governor's proposal
would suspend the state gas
tax for May, June and July
then phase it back in during
August and September.

Gas tax revenue has tradi-
tionally been deposited in the
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Fund with a portion of the
Virginia sales and use tax. The
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Fund funds maintenance
and construction projects and
currently is seeing revenue
well above what was forecast-
ed. The office said the fund
has $671.4 million in unantic-
ipated revenue in fiscal year
2022 and $457.6 million in
fiscal year 2023.

Budget work continues

Legislation that would
potentially allow the building
of a new football stadium in
Loudoun County, as well as
bills to address hazing are
expected to come before the
assembly this special session.
Some notable bills include the
following:

S.B. 451 would eliminate the
state portion of the grocery
tax by 1.5%, keep the 1% local
option, and become effective
on Jan. 1, 2023. The House bill,
H.B. 90, would eliminate the
state portion of the grocery
taxand the local option and
would become effective on
July 1. Both bills would ensure
funding for schools is held
“harmless.” The House version
also works to replace the
revenue loss associated with
the 1% local option sales and
use tax.

A set of hazing bills were
sent to conference over
conflicting views about how
to amend the Virginia Code to
make any hazing that results
in death or serious bodily
injury a Class 5 felony. Legis-
lation to establish anti-hazing
protocols and policies at
nonprofit private and public
institutions of higher learning
passed during the previous
session. The second set of
bills are awaiting the gover-
nor's signature. The bills come
after Adam Oakes, a Loudoun
County teen, died last year
during a fraternity pledge
event.

The assembly may vote on
legislation that would poten-
tially allow for the construc-
tion of a football stadium in
Loudoun County. The legisla-
tion went to conference after
several amendments were
proposed. Members sent the
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two bills, which look to pro-
vide the team $1 billion in tax
revenue, to conference after
both chambers rejected each
other’s substitutions.

The legislation would
convert the state’s existing
baseball stadium authority
— created in 1995 with the
hopes of attracting a Major
League Baseball team to
Virginia — into an entity that
could oversee the financing
and construction of a new NFL
stadium.

Senator Jill Vogel is carrying
S$.B. 652, which would require
an applicant for an absentee
ballot to provide the last
four digits of social security
number on their application,
except when completing the
application in person.

Sheis also carrying S.B. 743,
which would allow former law
enforcement officers with at
least 10 years of experience,
and who have been diagnosed
with post-traumatic stress
disorder or are disabled, to be
issued a photo identification
and badge.

Loudoun County Circuit
Court Judge Jeannette Irby
has yet to be nominated for
re-appointment after serving
nearly eight years, but she
could be nominated before her

first term ends on Dec. 1. The
House passed on nominating
her on Jan. 24. The Senate
nominated her but did not
elect her.

‘The Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles will pay re-
funds to 2,769 vehicle owners
because of an error in a formu-
la for determining the highway
user fee for owners of fuel-effi-
cient vehicles that average at
least 25 miles per gallon.

The fee, which the General
Assembly created in 2020 as
part of a transportation fund-
ing package, was designed
to require owners of electric
or fuel-efficient vehicles to
compensate for paying less
gasoline and diesel fuel taxes
to help maintain and improve
Virginia roadways.

Electric car owners pay a
flat fee of $109 a year to reflect
how much motor fuels taxes
they hadn't paid in a year, but
the formula is more complicat-
ed for fuel-efficient vehicles,
based primarily on their mile-
age per gallon.

If the DMV can’t i

a vehicle’s mileage, based on
its identification number, it
can use the average provided
by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency for cars or
for trucks weighing “between
6,000 and 10,000 pounds.”

The DMV reviewed the state
code and determined that the
language ‘between’ should
be inclusive of the endpoints,
6,000 and 10,000.

As aresult, the DMV had
used the EPA mileage es-
timates for cars instead of
trucks, which increased the
fee, based on the taxes that
would have been paid com-
pared with a vehicle with mile-
age of 23.7 miles per gallon.

The refunds will range from
$5 to $40, depending on how
many years the vehicles, an
estimated 3,435 light trucks,
were registered with the state.
Vehicles can be registered for
up to three years, but most
are registered for one.

DEL. C. MATTHEW FARISS represents Buck-
inghom i the Virginio ouso of Delgate. His
emoi oddress i ' irginio.gov.

To submit a
letter to the editor
please email

Editor@FarmvilleHerald.com

‘d

Betty J. Ramsey
Publisher

Staci Bridge Jackie Newman
Director of Operations Advertising Director

Rachel Fielding Crystal Vandegrift
Markeing Consultant Stalf Writer

Regina Caraway
Rocsivble/Circlation/Obis

'The Farmville Herald

Member: Virginia Press Association

All commuy
“The Herald, PO. Box 30

tion and moni

(USPS 188-020)

should be addres:
armville, Virginia 23901

ed to

very Wednesday and F
dicals at the post office at
under Act of Congress of March 3, 1879

ida

¥ nville,

7



