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Open to discussion of Riverstone Solar project

To the Editor:

Over the years | have spent
a tremendous amount of
time in Buckingham County. [
have traveled on your roads,
‘walked through your woods,
and floated in your rivers
countless times. This coun-
ty and community are truly
beautiful, and I am grateful to
those who have welcomed me
and given me an earful alike.

Iam proud to be a part of
the Riverstone Solar proj-
ect. Thoughtful community
design is at the forefront of
our decision making and
throughout the development
of our project we have worked
very closely with county staff,

your elected officials, and
neighbors to shape Riverstone
into a project that will thrive
‘within the community and
co-exist with surrounding
land uses.

We have been engaged with
the community since June of
last year and in that time have
been constantly adjusting the
project to weave your feed-
back directly into our design
and the associated conditions
that have been codified with
the project. Each condition is
a targeted solution to specif-
ic concerns that have been
brought forward. We have
pushed the limits with our de-
sign team to incorporate fea-

tures into this project meant
to protect the environment,
control erosion and sediment,
and manage water.
Riverstone is a good project
that will bring substantial
benefits to Buckingham Coun-
ty. Not only is this project
fundamentally safe, but it is
going to make a significant
economic contribution to
Buckingham. If Riverstone
comes to fruition Bucking-
ham will receive about $16.8
Million in direct tax revenues
over the operational life of
the project. The construction
itself is estimated to produce
$66 Million in economic out-
put and create over 400 jobs.

Our goal i to ensure as much
of that investment as possible
stays local, so if you are a
local contractor or business
in Buckingham, please let us
know who you are and how
you can support the construc-
tion of the project at www.

energy security are dependent
on counties like Buckingham
leading the way to responsible
development of renewables. |
am proud to be here, working
on this project to drive eco-
nomic development while pro-
tecting our environment and

iven-
dor_sign_up. We want to hear
from you.

I firmly believe in solar
energy. The communities |
work in have to weigh deci-
sions on what their future
will look like and trust that
we will be good stewards of
their land, keep our word, and
build something we can all be
proud of. Our climate and our

our energy supply
for generations to come.

Whether you are supportive
or skeptical of Riverstone, do
not hesitate to call or email
me at (434) 282-2107 or jimmy.
merrick@apexcleanenergy.
com. I look forward to speak-
ing with you soon.

Jimmy Merrick
Charlottesville

Concerned people, step up and protect our beautiful county

To the Editor:

Aston Bay, a Canadian gold
mining exploratory company,
is looking for gold in several
locations, including my neigh-
borhood. This isn't old time
panning for gold. It's industrial
gold mining — a possible 5,000
acre complex with open pits,
dug hundreds of feet down,
which would draw from the
water table for miles around.

Ifear the day I dare not drink
the water from my own faucet.
But that day could be soon for
Buckingham County because
of toxic chemicals, like cya-
nide, used to separate the gold
from the ore. Imagine a possi-
ble 500 acre holding pond of
forever poisoned waste water.
I was shocked to learn that it
is well documented that these
ponds leach the toxins into

Meat processing plant

To the Editor:

Iam writing this letter to
voice my disappointment and
disapproval concerning the
possibility of a meat pro-
cessing plant on Darlington
Heights Road with an address
of Cullen, Virginia. Certainly,
this community understands
change. [n this change, they
have suifered great loss for de-
cades. A school, three general
stores, and a post office. If not
for a great group of residents,
they would not have a vol-
unteer fire department and
two houses of worship that
have survived. Thus, you can
certainly understand that this
fine group of residents would

welcome a new business and
industry. Almost anyone
‘would welcome an economic
business leader. However, a
meat packing plant is certainly
not the right it for a communi-
ty such as this unique one.

On a personal note, my
family has been in the com-
munity since about 1860. They
have all paid taxes, managed
businesses, taken care of their
properties, and each other.

All done while making sure it
is aright fit for the commu-
nity and the surroundings of
Darlington Heights. In fact, my
father owned his own trucking
business. While it was not a
big business, it operated safely

the groundwater, impacting
our wells. I shudder to think of
these waste pond dams failing,
sending devastation down the
James River to the Chesapeake
Bay.

I hear that tax revenue and
jobs for local people would
be limited for our community.
Unfortunately, it is also well
known that the mining indlus-
try brings in their own skilled

labor and specialty equipment.
What clean business will invest
in a place with toxic water?

It seems that these mines
are done without respect to a
clean environment and they
would destroy our rural way
of life that we have chosen.
Our laws need to be updat-
ed to protect us! A group of
concerned citizens has written
an ordinance asserting our re-

sponsibility to protect our land
and our health. Please sign the
petition to support this ordi-
nance here: bit.ly/bhamord.

We are blessed to have clean
water, air and this peaceful
rural environment to raise our
children. May it continue to be
so.

Harvey Shelton, EdD
Buckingham

does not belong in Darlington Heights

and with concern for the sur-
rounding neighborhood. It was
adifferent time then and 1am
sure if he were still alive and
running this business, things
such as high regulations,
zoning, insurance, etc. would
be much different today. Thus,
if a commercial business is
approved in this area, | would
expect that they will need to
follow very specific guidelines
that would be consistently re-
viewed and checked by county
and state officials.

The location and the speci-
fied business causes concern
for those that own property
and homes in the area:

It is on the main highway

Rutff should clean up his own house

To the Editor:

Senator Frank Ruff doesn’t
make the friends he needs
when he constantly blames
Democrats, whom he calls

liberals, for what goes wrong
in the C That

ina motor vehicle accident
on Democrats because they

he dares blame, in his Opin-
ion piece of March 2, the
recent death of a young man

held the House, Senate and
Governorship two years ago is
especially appalling.

and should be built more like
our local trash dump which is
off of the road. Smells that will
carry far. Trucks entering and
exiting a highway that does
not have turning lanes and

is barely enough to handle
personal autos. Tanks of waste
that will need to be emptied
on a regular basis. Near
homes (zoned commercial?)

I understand that the
owners of this property do
own other farm property in
another county. Why would
they purchase in Darlington
Heights and not build on their
own property?

Please take the time and
careful consideration that the

Rather than introduce a bill
last year to make the “Caroli-
na Squat” a primary offense,
Senator Ruff now uses the fam-
ily’s pain and outcry to ban
this vehicle modification so

he can score political points
by blaming Democrats for the

residents of this community
deserve. While they are on
the tip end of the county,
please do not treat them as if
their voice does not matter in
decisions like this one. Please
remember that they choose to
live in a quiet and undisturbed
area and must take the time to
drive the distance of Farmville
for resources. Please do not
plan for a less than well main-
tained meat processing plant
on the way to town and back.

Your time and careful con-
sideration on this project are
appreciated.

Jeffrey W. (Jeff) Metcalf
Williamsburg

loss of their loved one.

Senator Rulf needs to stop
blaming Democrats and start
taking responsibility for his
own legislative failures.

Trudy Berry
Green Bay

Groundwater awareness week

To the Editor:

Any resource taken for granted is a
resource at risk of being lost. That is
why the Virginia Water Well Associ-
ation, The Groundwater Foundation,
and the National Ground Water
Association will be joining hundreds
of organizations across the country
in celebrating National Groundwa-
ter Awareness Week, March 6-12.
National Groundwater Awareness

Week, now in its 23rd year, is an
annual week of awareness, education
and advocacy focusing on one of
the nation and state’s most precious
resources.

Virginia depends on groundwater
for nearly 12% of its public water.
It also provides more than 50,000
private water wells in the state with
fresh and clean water every day.
The United States uses 79.6 billion

gallons per day of fresh groundwa-
ter for public supply, private supply,
irrigation, livestock, manufacturing,
mining, thermoelectric power, and
other purposes.

For those Virginia residents who
rely on private water wells, we
encourage you to use Groundwater
Awareness Week to test, tend, and
treat your private water system. An
annual inspection of your well and its
water can not only save you thou-
sands of dollars in potential damages
but can also protect the health of

On doing business with Maduro

your family.
To find a certified water well con-
tractor in your area, you can visit:
wellowner.org.
Whether it’s writing a letter to your
representative, educating children
on the importance of groundwater, or
having your own water supply tested
and treated, remember to take time
this week and help protect ground-
water in Virginia.

Christina Ekhoff, executive director
Virginia Water Well Association

To submit a

To the Editor:

Our current administration
has senior government officials
and bureaucrats heading down
to Venezuela to discuss opening

oil deliveries from Russia, he,

in an ever increasingly clumsy
‘way, together with his trove of
progressive leftists, are about to
trade doing business with one

petroleum pipelines and Ameri-
can refineries that were reckless-
ly closed when Biden first took
office would secure American
energy needs and our financial

letter to the editor
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